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tor, and judge, with patience and tact. Inthis connection,
Messrs. Streiff, Duerst, and J. J. Tschudy, and Pastor
Streissguth deserve special mention. Notwithstanding their
efforts, however, there was much dissatisfaction and trouble
for two or three years. If it had not been for the dif-
ficulty in returning home from so remote a place, and the
utter want of means, it is more than likely that enough
would have left and returned to Switzerland, or gone to
other places, to break upthe colony. But most of them will-
ingly or unwillingly accepted the situation, and made up
their minds to win success.

After putting in their little crvops, it was evident that some-
thing must be done to provide money for clothing and
other necessaries, until the land should nourish the people.
Many of the men, and also women, sought and found work
elsewhere,— the men in the lead mines at Exeter and Min-
eral Point, and on the farms of the older settlers in the dis-
trict; while the women engaged themselves as domestic
servants, washerwomen,—in fact, doing anything by which
they could honestly earn something. In those days, a
man’s wages were fifty cents and board per day, and even
this small amount was paid mostly in flour, meat, potatoes,
or other produce, which the Swiss workmen carried home
on their shoulders, often as far as twenty-five miles.
Money was then almost unknown in rural Wisconsin. In
this way they contrived to live, until they could subdue
enough land from which to win food at home.

‘When the colonists went into winter quarters at the close
of the year 1845, Judge Nicholas Duerst returned to his na-
tive Switzerland, much to the regret of all. Upon his arrival
home, the friends of the colony prevailed upon J. J. Tschudy
to accept the position he had vacated. Mr. Tschudy arrived
at the settlement in the autumn of 1846, and resided
there until 1856, during which time he ably continued
the work of his predecessor. By his judicious counsel
and management, he won the approval and esteem not
only of his countrymen but of all classes of people.



